HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

able medical authority among the Hindus, for in it is embodied
the ancient system of medicine. There are several other
medical works based on the plan of the Ayur Veda, such as
the Charaka by Charaka, Bhilatantra by Bhila, Par^sara
Samhita by Par^sara, Hdrita Samhita by H&ita and the
Susruta by Susruta. The Agnl Purana also treats of medicine.
The Charaka and Susruta however are the great standard
works of medicine, ha,ving a permanent value, The works of
these authors do not treat solely of medicine, properly speak-
ing, but more of toxicology, of anatomy, of surgery, and of
cures by magic and super-natural agents.

But the question as to whether Indian medical science
in its earlier period was affected by that of the Greeks cannot
yet be decided with certainty, the two systems not having
hitherto been compared with sufficient care. Recently
however, some close parallels havebbeen discovered between
the itforks of Hippocrates and Charaka. On the other hand,
the effect of Hindu medical science upon the Arabs about 700
A. D. was considerable, for the Caliphs of Baghdad caused
several books on the subject to be "translated. The works of
Charaka and Susruta were rendered into Arabic at the close
of the eighth century and were quoted as authorities by the
celebrated Arabic physician, Al-Razi, who died in 982 A, D,
Arabic medicine in its turn remained in high authority
down to the i/th century of European physicians. By the
latter, Indian medical authors must have been thought highly
of, for Charaka is repeatedly mentioned in the Latin transla-
tions of the Arab writers Avicenna (Ibn Sina), Rhazes (Al-
Razi) and Serapion (Ibn Sarafyun), as noticed above. Even in
modern days, European surgery has borrowed the operation of
rhinoplasty or the formation of artificial noses from India,
where Englishmen became acquainted with the art in the
last century. The Indian rhinoplasty has got some repu-
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